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NOTICE το MEMBERS 

Subject: Petition 0675/2013 by Parlavantzas Kostas (Greek), on Corruption in Greece 

1. Summary of petition 

The petitioner, who also addressed the European Commission with the same issue, is pointing 
to the links of fraudulent practices exercised by the Greek Public power corporation and a 
Swiss conglomerate. He reports how 8-10% (approximately 18 Million SFr) was paid ίη 
"gratification - kickback payments" ίη one transaction. After he pointed this out he and his 
family members were persecuted (surveillance, removal of basic communication services, 
house searches etc.). When he sent his claim to the European Court of Human Rights, the 
Swiss post had "lost" his package. 

He blames the current economic chaos οη such examples of private interests oveπiding the 
public ones. He criticises the lack of "whistle blower legislation". 

He is offering his assistance to the Commission. 

2. Admissibility 

Declared admissible οη 10 December 2013. Information requested from Commission under 
Rule 202(6). 

3. Commission reply, received οη 31March2014 

The Commission is closely following the implementation of anti-corruption policies in all 
Member States, including Greece, via the EU anti-corruption reporting mechanism (ΈU Anti
Corruption Report'). The fπst such report was published οη 3 February 2014 and can be found 
here: http://ec.europa.eu/anti-corruption-report/. 
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The EU Anti-Corruption Report is a tool to raise awareness of the nature and seriousness of 
corruption-related problems in the EU and to call for more determined action in this area. This 
is the first time the Commission looks across the board, in all 28 Member States, at the 
effectiveness of anti-coπuption policies, thus taking a clear stance against corruption and its 
harmful effects iή the EU. The report focuses οη selected key issues of particular relevance to 
each Member State. 

With regard to Greece, the report refeπed to the work caπied out in the area of anti-corruption 
policies with the support of the Commission Task Force and concluded that 'steps have been 
taken towards a comprehensive strategic anti-corruption approach, including through the 
appointment of a national anti-corruption coordinator.' The report also notes that 'sectoral 
strategies have been or are being developed in a number of vulnerable areas. Nevertheless, the 
anti-corruption framework remains complex and has not yet yielded sustainable results. Some 
progress has been made in the prosecution of high-level corruption cases, with a few recent 
court sentences showing some determination to take a more deteπent stance. Internal control 
mechanisms must be further reinforced, while clientelism and favouritism in public 
administration require· a more vigorous response. Issues remain regarding cpnflicts of interest 
and asset disclosure concerning politicians, and effective implementation of anti-corruption 
safeguards in public procurement. The determination of the political leadership to do away 
with corruption can be measured only through the implementation and impact of policies that 
are cuπently being established.' 

The report also points to the need to put in place comprehensive aπangements for the 
protection of whistleblowers, as provided for in the national anti-corruption action plan. 

The Commission's cuπent focus is οη addressing, together with the Member States and other 
stakeholders, the many issues identified in the EU Anti-Corruption Report. The Commission 
will work closely with. Greek authorities, both through the support provided by the Task 
Force, as well as through the Commission programmes assisting the follow-up of the first EU 
Anti-Corruption Report. 
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